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The exhibition What’s Poppin’! Pop Art and Its Influence
provides us with an opportunity to consider the important
role of the Pop Art movement and the ways in which the
Pop Art philosophy and process continues to influence
21st Century artists and culture.
Presenting artwork from first generation Pop artists, such
as Andy Warhol, with his iconic Campbell’s Soup Cans,
(1962) and Roy Lichstenstein, who marks his departure
from abstract expressionism in Brushstroke (Corlett 11.5),
(1965), to the next generation of artists, who have built
on the foundation of the Pop Art expression and philosophy,
such as Jeff Koons with his Porcelain Balloon Dogs, (2015),
and Damien Hirst’s Painting-By-Numbers (Blue), (2001),
the artwork bears witness to the active dialogue and
inspiration between the origins of Pop Art and today’s
contemporary art practice.
The Pop Art movement emerged from the UK in the 1950’s
as artists began to question what art should or should
not be, moving away from the elite and academic to the
commercial and everyday. British artists Eduardo Paolozzi
and Richard Hamilton pioneered the movement; using
images of popular culture in their work, they shifted the
boundaries between high and low culture.
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Hamilton outlined Pop’s characteristics

rising pop culture with movie stars

mass produced and the original.

in 1957 in a letter to friends, ‘Pop

like Marilyn Monroe, pop music groups

They adopted commercial advertising

Art should be popular, transient,

and the new media of television.

printing methods like silkscreening

expendable, low-cost, mass-produced,

The influence of popular culture was

to produce multiple images, moving

young, witty, sexy, gimmicky, glamorous,

everywhere and Pop artists were

the creative philosophy from the

and big business.”

making art that mirrored society.

notion of singular artist to a team or

Artists such as Andy Warhol, Jasper

studio of assistants.
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Pop Art arrived in America in 1960,
with official recognition from the
exhibition at the Museum of Modern
Art, The Symposium of Pop Art, in
1962. It was a post-war climate and
America’s popular culture was
bursting with mass produced objects,
homes, inexpensive products and

Johns, Robert Rauschenberg, Claes
Oldenburg and Yayoi Kusama started
presenting an expansion of these
ideas. Often critical and contrary,
they created connections between
the various traditions of fine art, the
readymade and the handmade, the

Building on this concept, many artists
today manufacture their ideas in a
production-like manner, merging
contemporary art, fashion and
consumerism. Artists such as Takashi
Murakami, Yayoi Kusama, and Jeff
Koons have partnered with Louis

with Alexander McQueen and KAWS is partnering
with Christian Dior for their 2019 collection, while
Takashi Murakami and Julian Opie have created

Yayoi Kusama
Japanese, 1929
A Pumpkin YB-B, 2004

album covers for musicians Kanye West and the

Screenprint, edition 29/129

British band Blur.

9.4 x 11.2 inches

Today, participation of social media plays an
important role in contemporary art, with platforms

01. KAWS
American, 1974

such as Facebook and Instagram utilized to share

#4 - KAWS Medicom Companion
(Flayed) Black Toy, 2016

ideas and information and to document the everyday.

Cast vinyl, open edition

British artist Banksy has said, “There’s a whole new

11 x 5 x 3 inches

audience out there, and it’s never been easier to
sell [one’s art]… all you need now is a few ideas
and a broadband connection. This is the first time
the essentially bourgeois world of art has belonged
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Vuitton fashion house, Damien Hirst has partnered

to the people. We need to make it count.”
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It could be said that Andy Warhol unknowingly informed today’s social media
culture. As both a voyeur and participant, Warhol documented every aspect of his

02. Roy Lichtenstein
American, 1923 – 1997
Brushstroke (Corlett 11.5), 1965
Screenprint, edition 127/280
23 x 27.875 inches
03. Speedy Graphito
French, 1961

life, constantly taking photographs of himself and those around him, creating video

Le Grand Bain, 2016

diaries, and directing music videos. One wonders if Warhol was alive today, what

Acrylic on canvas

he would be posting and how many “likes” he would have!
This exhibition coincides with a major Andy Warhol exhibition at the Whitney NY,
US., a Jeff Koons exhibition at the Ashmolean Museum, UK., a travelling exhibition
of Yayoi Kusama’s Infinity Mirrors, organized by the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden, US., and a recently unveiled artwork by KAWS, KAWS: HOLIDAY in Taipei,
Taiwan, it is his largest piece to date at more that 110 ft. tall.
It has been 57 years since the Pop Art movement began and Pop Art clearly
continues to influence and inspire artists today.
This exhibition is made possible thanks to the loan of artwork from the Green family.
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63 x 55 inches
04. Yayoi Kusama
Japanese, 1929
Pumpkin (Yellow and Black), 2013
Hand painted resin, open edition
4 x 3 x 3 inches
05. Jeff Koons
American, 1955
Balloon Dog (Blue), 2002
Fine porcelain, edition 808/2300
10.5 x 10.5 x 5 inches
06. Takashi Murakami
Japanese, 1962
Eyelove, SUPERFLAT (White), 2003
Screenprint
23.75 x 23.75 inches
07. Andy Warhol
American, 1928 – 1987
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Closed Sundays & holidays

Campbell’s Soup Cans, 1962
Silkscreen prints, edition of 250
34.5 x 22 inches
All artworks are from the
collection of the Green family.
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