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Visit
www.bng.bm/exhibitions/

to explore the exhibition online.

Explore the Gallery!

Situated in the heart of Hamilton in the City Hall & Arts 
Centre, BNG houses Bermuda’s national art collection 

and connects the island’s community through art, culture 
and dialogue. A dynamic arts and culture institution with 
an energetic staff and volunteer team, it hosts engaging 

exhibitions, events and programmes for all ages. 

www.bng.bm 

Helmut Sculpture #2
James Cooper

2010 Biennial 
Digital Photograph
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CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE ARTWORK AND SPEND 
SOME TIME ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS

Use as much detail as possible. Imagine you are describing 
it to someone who has not seen it.

What do you see?

What material is it made from?

What colours are used?

How would you describe this artwork?

Is there anything else you notice?

Title
Date
Artist

What’s a Biennial?
A biennial is an art exhibition that takes 
place every two years. The BNG has been 
hosting the Bermuda Biennial since 1994 for 
local artists to create and submit art to be 
showcased in our gallery. Next year is our 
30th anniversary, so this retrospective is to 
look back at some of the work that has been 
featured in our biennials through the years. 

What is the job of a juror?

Why might it be good to show a retrospective of art?

What type of art would you submit to the Bermuda Biennial?

The Bermuda 
Biennial is juried: 

international jurors come 

to Bermuda to review all 

the work artists submit and 

decide which pieces will 
be in the show

!!

retrospective:
adjective

1) directed to the past; 

contemplative of past 

situations, events, etc.

2) looking or directed backward.

noun

an art exhibit showing an entire 

phase or representative 

examples of an artist’s 

lifework.

!!
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Art in Black and White

There are lots of tools you can use to make monochromatic black 
and white art! You can search for more information on materials 

such as scratchboard, ink, and pen drawings. 

Value is how light or dark a colour can be. 
Black and white pictures are made entirely 
using value but with no colour. 

Up Close
Vaughan Evans

2004 Biennial 
Woodblock Print

Why do you think an artist might focus on value over colour?

Let’s See What You Can Do: 
Value Chart!
With your pencil, let’s fill in the boxes below to make a gradual value chart. The 
first box should be white, and the last box is black. Each box in between should 
be grey, but get gradually darker the closer it is to black. The middle box should 
be a medium grey halfway between black and white.

Did you know: Black and white aren’t technically 
colours! Black is the 

absence of light, and 
white is all colours of 

light combined!

!!

What is your favourite black and white artwork in the show?

Elements of art

Value is one of the seven 

elements of art! Different values 

can affect the mood of a 

piece.

!!
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Playing with Dimensions

Hands Across Da Table
Bill Ming

2010 Biennial 
Mixed Media

Look at the picture on the next page: do you think this is a 2D or 3D art piece? Why?

Let’s Draw: Dimensions!
Using the box below, make a two dimensional drawing.

Elements of Art
 

Shape and form are two of 

the elements of art. Shapes, like 

circles, squares, and triangles are 

2D. Forms, like spheres, cubes, 

and pyramids, are 3D.

!!

x

y

z

2D

3D

To turn a 2D drawing into a 3D drawing, add 
depth, like in the graph above.

Dimensions are the size or amount of space an 
object takes up. Two dimensions have height and 
width, like a flat drawing. Three dimensions, like 
things in life, have height, width, and depth. 

Making 2D drawings 
and paintings appear 
to be 3D is an important 
part of being able to 
make realistic art. 

Sculptures and 

pieces that use real 

objects are examples 
of 3D art!

!!
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Playing with Dimensions

21st Century Fetish Family 
Graham Foster

2002 Biennial 
Welded Steel

What kind of 3D artwork would you make?

There are lots of tools you can use to make 3D art. You can 
search for more information on 3D art styles such as clay 

sculptures, ceramics, metallurgy, and even digital 3D art!

The artworks on pages 9 and 10 are both 3D. Compare the different ways the 
artists used dimensions.

Let’s Draw: Dimensions!
Using the box below, make a three dimensional drawing.
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Seeing in Colour

Love Wins
Signe Constable

2018 Biennial 
Digital Print

Complementary colours  
Colours that are opposite 

each other on the colour wheel: 

red and green, yellow and 
purple, orange and blue. 

They are one primary colour 
and one secondary colour.

!!

What do you think the photograph on the next page is about? Think about the 
title and the image combined.

How do the colours used make you feel?

A colour wheel allows us to 
see the relationship between 
different colours. From there, 
we can apply colour theory: 
how colours interact with 
each other so we know what 
colours look good when 
combined together.

How do you think the meaning of this picture could change if it used different 
colours?

Elements of Art
 

Colour is another element of art! 

Colour is formed when light hits an 

object. Different materials reflect 

different wavelengths of light, and 

that reflection is what we see as 

colour.

!!

In addition to knowing 
what colours look good 
next to each other, colour 
theory requires us to know 
the different meanings of 
each colour. Colours have 
associations in our minds, 
and they can affect how we 
interpret the tone of a piece.

Warm colours - reds, yellows, 
and oranges - are associated 
with things like fall, fire, and 
love. They can be used to 
capture feelings of warmth, 
energy, and life.

Cool colours - blues, greens, 
and purples - are associated 
with nature: the sky, the 
ocean, trees. They can be 
used to give art a feeling of 
calm.

Colour Wheel
Warm

Cool
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The Art of You
Now you try: draw art that represents you!

Nary the Twain Shall Meet
Russell de Moura

2014 Biennial 
Digital Photo-manipulation

Show us your work!
Get a parent to tag us on instagram at  

@bermuda_nationalgallery.

The Bermuda Biennial is meant to showcase artwork from all 
different artists. Most importantly, though, each art piece 
represents the artist who created it. 

How can you represent yourself through your own artwork?

Think about: What is important to you? 
What do you want to say 

with your art? 

!!



2nd Floor, City Hall & Arts Centre

17 Church Street, Hamilton, HM 11, Bermuda

441 295-9428

www.bng.bm

Did you enjoy 

the activity book? 

We’d love to see your work! 

Please take a picture and 

tag us on Instagram at 

@bermuda_nationalgallery

BNG Kids activity books 

to accompany all current 

exhibitions can be 

downloaded for free at 

www.bng.bm

For further information

 about our Education 

Programmes please contact 

education@bng.bm

 


