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Produced by the Bermuda National Gallery 

in collaboration with Keep Bermuda Beautiful 

(KBB) to celebrate the launch of a public 

consultation process on the proposed ban of 

single use plastics by the Bermuda government, 

Flotsam and Jetsam by Meredith Andrews is a 

stark reminder of the cost of modern living. 

In 2020 KBB cleared 22,250 pounds of litter and illegally 

dumped waste from locations across Bermuda. Much of 

this was generated on island, where it is estimated that 85% 

of litter is intentionally discarded. Bermuda also sits within 

one of the world’s largest oceanic garbage patches, which 

sees four major currents in the North Atlantic force marine 

debris into an accumulation of floating trash the size of Texas. 

This is made up of a large swathe of harmful micro plastics, 

as well as larger items such as bottles and discarded fishing 

gear. KBB have recorded growing numbers of plastic 

octopus pots reaching our shores all the way from Africa, 

as well as lobster trap lids from the Gulf of Mexico and the 

eastern seaboard. 

Here, Meredith Andrews turns our attention to intrinsic 

everyday items — a broken hair comb, a lost football and 

forgotten toys — reminding us of the short life span of 

these plastic objects and the implications of using them 

and discarding them. 

It is estimated that one third of all plastic waste ends up in 

nature where it will never fully break down. These striking 

collages, each one made up of items that the artist has 

collected along Bermuda’s shoreline, create beauty out of 

chaos and bring to the forefront the ramifications of the 

21st century’s throwaway culture.           



A COLLECTOR AT HEART
In Conversation with Meredith Andrews 

Beachcombing became part of her 

routine but rather than look for shells, 

Meredith looks for plastics. Armed 

with large Ikea bags, she regularly 

walks along the South Shore, filling 

them with found objects as she 

goes. These are then split into two 

piles: waste, to be responsibly 

disposed of, and items to be kept. 

She estimates that on average, she 

keeps 20% of what she finds. 

The items that she chooses to keep 

are washed and laid to air dry, before 

being meticulously sorted  — by object, 

colour, shape and texture — into an 

intricate storage system that she has 

set up at home for this very purpose. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of items 

are stored in this way — everything 

from dolls heads to glow sticks (one 

of Bermuda’s most prolific polluters, 

which are used by commercial 

fishermen to light their nets as they 

trawl) — each one carefully collected, 

washed and stored until it reaches 

a critical mass and the moment 

strikes when, led by instinct or the 

lure of a particular item, she begins 

work on a collage, creating a flat lay, 

a composition framed by shape and 

colour which she then photographs 

from overhead. 

“I let the materials lead me when 

it comes to starting a pattern” she 

says. Lighters, a constant source 

of pollution, are a favourite for the 

artist, who likens the way that the 

light shines through them to the 

effects of a stained-glass window. 

“I want people to look at the objects 

in a different way. I want them to 

see what I see” she explains. 

Many years ago, when Meredith was 

completing an MA at Goldsmiths 

College in London, her tutor, Ian 

Jeffries, pointed out that she was 

in fact a collector, alluding to the 

fact that her portrait work often 

sat within parameters that created 

collections of people. She dismissed 

this observation at the time. Yet she 

now realizes that her work, which 

often features individual portraits 

grouped into themes, such as 

Mothers, exhibited at BNG in 2013, 

a photographic series of portraits 

focusing on single mothers, and 

Fathers, held at BNG later the same 

year, which focused on single fathers; 

does just that. 

“I am a storyteller though pictures” 

she says. In reference to the similarities 

in approach to her portraiture 

and still life work — two seemingly 

disparate mediums — she says 

“With my portraits, I have always 

wanted to make a hero out of the 

everyman. Elevate the every-day. 

In the same way that with my 

patterns, I am taking objects which 

have been discarded and I am 

giving them a value again. I want to 

elevate the objects to make people 

realise that it is not just totally 

forgotten trash.”

Meredith smiles, remembering her 

other tutor at Goldsmiths, Nigel 

Perkins, who suggested, after seeing 

a photo essay that she had produced 

of items that had been crushed 

underfoot at a music festival, that 

for one of her projects, she go down 

to the Thames Estuary to collect 

and photograph of all the detritus 

on the shoreline. She laughed at 

the time, but it is, she now realizes, 

effectively, exactly what she does 

today along Bermuda’s coastline. 

We at BNG, and KBB, are all the 

more grateful for it.  

Award winning Bermudian artist and photographer Meredith Andrews 

first began collecting ocean plastic when she moved back to the 

island seven years ago. An avid environmentalist, she would walk 

the beaches regularly and pick up plastic that she found washed 

up on the shoreline as she went. Certain items piqued her interest 

— her eye taken with the specific shade of purple on a toothbrush 

perhaps, or the unexpected joy at finding a child’s broken toy soldier 

— and soon a collection began. 

01

03

02

04



Meredith Andrews
Bermudian/American (b. 1976)

Meredith Andrews is a contemporary portrait, travel 

and lifestyle photographer. Based in Bermuda, she has 

travelled the globe for clients including Conde Nast 

Traveller, The New York Times, Levis and the Bermuda 

Tourism Authority and was selected as the signature 

public artist for the newly built Bermuda L.F. Wade 

International Airport.

Alongside her extensive commercial and editorial 

work, Meredith’s fine art photography has been exhibited 

in the Taylor Wessing Portrait Prize at the National 

Portrait Gallery in London (2009 and 2019), the Portrait 

of Humanity 2020 and OpenWalls Arles 2020. 

Meredith has exhibited in eight Bermuda Biennials 

and several of her works are held in the Bermuda 

National Gallery’s permanent collection. A passionate 

environmental campaigner, in recent years her focus 

has shifted from portraiture to the perils of ocean plastics, 

the awareness of which she raises through her art. 

In 2020 Meredith was recognized by Her Majesty, 

The Queen, in her annual New Year’s Honours List, 

in which she was awarded the Queen’s Certificate & 

Badge of Honour for services to the environment.

About BNG
Situated in the heart of Hamilton in the City Hall 

& Arts Centre, Bermuda National Gallery (BNG) 

houses Bermuda’s national art collection and connects 

the island’s community through art, culture and 

dialogue. A dynamic arts and culture institution with 

an energetic staff and volunteer team, it hosts engaging 

exhibitions, events and programmes for all ages. 

www.bng.bm

About KBB 

Keep Bermuda Beautiful (KBB) is one of the 

oldest non-profits on the island. Formed in 1964, 

the organisation aims to engage individuals to 

take greater responsibility in reducing waste and 

eliminating litter. Through action and education, 

KBB focuses on litter prevention, waste reduction 

and preserving Bermuda’s beauty through 

collaborative projects.  

www.kbb.bm 

Limited Edition Fine Arts Prints
As part of a fundraising programme, a set of limited- 

edition archival prints are available to accompany 

the exhibition, with proceeds benefitting Bermuda 

National Gallery and Keep Bermuda Beautiful. 

An edition of 20 fine art prints of each artwork, 

numbered and signed by the artist, are available to 

purchase for $250 each (16 x 20 in unframed). 

These are available exclusively at Bermuda National 

Gallery, and can be ordered from the gallery reception 

and online at www.bng.bm/shop 

The nine large scale original artworks are also 

available to purchase, with price on request from 

director@bng.bm. 

For further information please call 295 9428. 
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Why Support Art?
Organisations such as KBB support the ecological 

health of our country. To ensure that their messages 

are heard, understood, and made accessible, they, 

and other institutions, are increasingly turning to art.

Art reflects who we are as a community. It gives us 

opportunities to talk about often challenging topics and 

provides a lens through which issues can be brought to 

the forefront. Art ignites debate and prompts discussion. 

As a non-profit, the Bermuda National Gallery fundraises 

for every aspect of exhibitions, programmes, and 

operations. If you are interested in supporting what 

we do, or if you have a partnership or collaboration 

that you would like to propose, please reach out to 

Executive Director Peter Lapsley at director@bng.bm 

City Hall & Arts Centre, Hamilton

www.bng.bm  

@bermuda_nationalgallery

10 Princess Street, Hamilton

www.kbb.bm

@keepbermudabeautiful
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