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Visit
www.bng.bm/exhibitions/

to explore the exhibition online.

Explore the Gallery!

Situated in the heart of Hamilton in the City Hall & Arts 
Centre, BNG houses Bermuda’s national art collection 

and connects the island’s community through art, culture 
and dialogue. A dynamic arts and culture institution with 
an energetic staff and volunteer team, it hosts engaging 

exhibitions, events and programmes for all ages. 

www.bng.bm 
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Use as much detail as possible. Imagine you are describing 
it to someone who has not seen it.

CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE ARTWORK AND SPEND 
SOME TIME ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS

What do you see?

What material is it made from?

What type of artwork is it?

How would you describe this artwork?

Is there anything else you notice?

Title
Size
Artist

The BNG African Collection was purchased 
by the people of Bermuda in 1996. Individual 
donors, schools, and businesses all contributed to 
purchasing artwork.

One of the first collections for the gallery, it includes 
ritual sculptures, masks, functional objects, and 
textiles from across West Africa.
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West Africa

Africa
Ariya
Baga

Bamana
Bowl
Bwa
Dan

Dogon
Gabon

Gombey
Guro
Hawk

Kola
Luba
Mali

Mask
Senufo
Yoruba

Zaire

G P L E Y A V B Q N X K A S C

D O G O N E R I A Z B O E W B

X Z M X L A C I R F A L B O B

C G Q B Z C R E Y G G A W H U

A O Q H E Y D I B A A L H Z Z

Q Z N Z O Y I Y N E O X E C P

B A T R J U L I Y R K M A S K

D V U Q O B A G U S G W Q Y N

L B F N A V M G M E Y E A O R

A W A M B N M E A N S L B H T

A C A E U P A N J U N A D K C

S N Y B L A E S J F G P P K I

A K D V Z K B F Y O W J O C A

B B O K K P R O G H Y B O B I

Q P U X F R R K Y L F I E W O

The works in our African collection come from the Sub-Saharan 
Western region of Africa. Using a map, color and label the countries 
that make up the art in our collection. Yoruba Word Search

Liberia
Mali
Nigeria
Burkina Faso
The Democratic Republic of Congo
Cameroon
Gabon
Angola
Ghana
Guinea
Ivory Coast

Countries

Yoruba, 

which originaged in 

Nigeria, is one of the most 

common languages

  

Approximately 50 million 

people speak Yoruba

There are 1200 languages spoken in West Africa alone

Africa has 54 

countries

West Africa has 16 countries. 

DRC, Cameroon, 

and Angola, while 

directionally west are 

actually not classified as 

West Africa! 

DRC and Cameroon are 

in Central Africa, and 

Angola is considered 

Southern Africa

!!
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West African Art

Sculpture Textiles

The art of West Africa encompasses a wide variety of styles, traditions, 
and forms. West African art represents the cultures and histories of the 
many different ethnic groups that make up the region.

Look at the sculpture in our collection, 
and pick one piece.

What makes this style of sculpture unique from 
European art?

Which country is it from?

What group made it?

There are many types of textiles 
across African cultures. Made 
with bright colors and patterns 
and a variety of weaving 
techniques, textiles are used 
for everything from signifying 
someone’s status to storytelling. 

Kenten, the word 

Kente is derived from, 

means basket

Textiles used to 
be used as money 

in West and Central 
Africa

The colors in Kente cloth all have different meanings. Using the internet, write what 
the colours - red, blue, yellow, green, black - in this piece of cloth represent.

The word textile 
refers to any kind of 

cloth or fabric that was 
created by weaving or knitting.

One of the most well known African textiles is 
Kente Cloth. Kente Cloth, which originated in 
what’s now Ghana, is brightly colored and worn 
for special occasions. 

Sculptures encompass many different 
traditions in West Africa. Some sculptures 
represent daily life, but many sculptures 
are created for use in religious rituals and 
customs. 

Look at the piece of Kente Cloth in our 
collection, and answer the following questions.

African sculptures are 

usually made of wood, 

but can be made from 

copper, iron, ivory, clay, or 

even stone. Iron sculptures are a West African tradition.

!!

!!
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Masks Pottery

West African Art

Pottery is a form 
of ceramics: objects 

made largely of clay, 

but not always, and 

hardened by heating 
in a fire

African masks 

directly influenced 

Western Art movements 

such as cubism and 

expressionism

Pottery is mostly crafted by women

Masks, like sculptures, are often 
used in religious rituals. In many 
traditional beliefs, the masks 
capture the spirit of the form 
they represent.

Pottery refers to ceramic vessels ranging from 
pots to vases to bowls. While they are often 
decorated, most pottery is created for practical 
or day to day use. For instance, ceramic pots 
could be used for carrying water, storing food, 
cooking, and serving drinks.

Like other forms of African art, pottery is also used 
to create vessels for use in religious rituals.

Look at the masks and photographs in 
our collection.

Masks are most often made of wood, and 
can be made to be worn on the face or the 
top of the head.

What are some forms you recognise in the 
masks you see?

How do you think African masks might relate to 
Bermudian culture?

Why do you think pottery is mostly made by 
women?

What are some differences between pottery 
and the styles of art in our collection?

!!

!!
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African Diaspora

BERMUDA

African diaspora is generally used to refer 
to black communities outside of Africa that 
were formed as a result of the transatlantic 
slave trade. The transatlantic slave trade 
was the biggest forced migration in history. 
While enslaved Africans were forcibly 
divorced from their culture, many West 
African cultural influences have survived 
until today. diaspora: 

the movement, 

migration, or scattering 

of a people away from an 

established or ancestral 

homeland

The majority of Bermuda’s population is part of the African diaspora. 
What are some ways you can think of that West African art culture has 
influenced local Bermudian culture today?

You can learn more about the influence of the African 
diaspora on Bermuda by visiting the African Diaspora 
Heritage Trail.

Contemporary Art
While the work in our collection is comprised of traditional West African 

artwork, contemporary African artists today are transforming African art 
culture in interesting ways.

El Anatsui, Nnenna Okore, and Serge 
Attukwei Clottey are examples of artists 

transforming African art in unique 
ways by working with every day and 

traditional materials

Let’s Research:
Pick a contemporary West African 

artist - either one listed above 
or one you find interesting and 
answer the following questions.

How is their work influenced by 
traditional African art?

Why did you pick this artist?



14 15

Show us your work! Get a parent to tag us on Instagram at  
@bermuda_nationalgallery.

Now You Try!
Word Search Answer Key

Use the space below to create your pattern.

Let’s Make: Geometric Patterns!

1. Using your pencil, create a design in the center of the 
next page. Focus on geometric shapes such as triangles, 
rectangles, hexagons, etc. Make sure nothing touches the 
edge!

2. With your scissors, cut out the frame from the page.
3. Cut your picture in half lengthwise, and switch the sides
4, Tape the sides together in the back.
5, Cut your picture in half the other way, and tape the sides 

again.
6. Draw in patterns in the spaces remaining.
7. Colour your pattern!

Pencil
Paper

Colours! (Coloured Pencils, Crayons, 
Markers, etc)

Scissors
Tape

You need:

Many African 

patterns are inspired 

by patterns found in 

nature

Geometric 

patterns are a 

series of repeated 

shapes

Now, you can copy and repeat your pattern!



2nd Floor, City Hall & Arts Centre

17 Church Street, Hamilton, HM 11, Bermuda

441 295-9428

www.bng.bm

Did you enjoy 

the activity book? 

We’d love to see your work! 

Please take a picture and 

tag us on Instagram at 

@bermuda_nationalgallery

BNG Kids activity books 

to accompany all current 

exhibitions can be 

downloaded for free at 

www.bng.bm

For further information

 about our Education 

Programmes please contact 

education@bng.bm

 


