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Situated in the heart of Hamilton in the City Hall & Arts 
Centre, BNG houses Bermuda’s national art collection 

and connects the island’s community through art, culture 
and dialogue. A dynamic arts and culture institution with 
an energetic staff and volunteer team, it hosts engaging 

exhibitions, events and programmes for all ages. 

www.bng.bm Visit
www.bng.bm/exhibitions/

to explore the exhibition online.

Explore the Gallery!
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Use as much detail as possible. Imagine you are describing 
it to someone who has not seen it.

CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE ARTWORK AND SPEND 
SOME TIME ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS

What do you see?

What material is it made from?

What colours are used?

How would you describe this artwork?

Is there anything else you notice?

Title
Date
Artist

Flowers 
Nancy Valentine 
c.1973
Resin, wood, glass 
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COMPARE AND CONTRAST:

Quarry in Warwick
Nancy Valentine
c. 1950
Oil on canvas

Modern House on North Shore
Christina Hutchings
2015
Collage

What similarities do you see?

What differences do you see?

Why do you think these two pictures have been paired together?

ANALYSING ART

Nancy and Christina are 
mother and daughter. 
There are many similiarities 
between their works, but 
also many differences. By 
comparing their artwork, 
we can see how their 
styles connect and think 
about their art in different 
ways.

For instance, Quarry in 
Warwick and Modern 
House on North Shore are 
both very different pieces 
made in different mediums. 
However, there are clear 
similarities between the two

All artists draw from 
influences. Understanding 

what art influenced an artist 

can teach you about the way 

the artist approaches their artwork

Tips: think about 
style, color, line, 

composition. How many 
elements look related 

to each other?

that make the artworks feel related. 
Think about this as you answer the 
following questions.

!!
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Representational Art

Untitled 
Nancy Valentine 
c. 2000
Oil on canvas 

Umbria Landscape
Christina Hutchings
1987
Oil on paper 

Representational art is any art that represents or 
reproduces things from the real world: people, places, things, 
etc. Any art that looks like “a thing” is representational. A 
painting of an apple represents an apple.

Portraits, still lifes, and landscapes are all common examples 
of representational art. 

Why do you think it’s called representational art?

What is being represented in the pictures to the left?

What do you think is the importance of representational art?

Abstract art can be 

either representational or 

nonrepresentational.

!!
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#1, #2
#3, #4
Christina Hutchings
2012
Pen on paper with 
Color-Aid paper 

Site Plan
Christina Hutchings
2010 
Gouache and 
painted paper cup 
on graph paper 

Nonrepresentational Art

Choose a piece of nonrepresentational art from the show. 
What does this artwork communicate to you?

What separates abstract art from nonrepresentational art?

Why do you think nonrepresentational art is important?

Nonrepresentational art is any art that doesn’t depict 
something from the real world. Nonrepresentational art uses 
the elements of design - line, shape, form, value, color, space, 
and texture - but doesn’t necessarily portray anything visually 
recognisable.

Nonrepresentational art can be used to capture and share a 
mood or feeling.
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Youth On Fire 
Nancy Valentine 
1955
Oil and resin on canvas 

Two Portraits

Nancy’s Youth on Fire is an 
abstract face that focuses on 
communicating a feeling or 
energy. As it clearly depicts a 
face, it is representational, but 
it doesn’t focus on perfectly 
capturing reality, so it is also 
abstract.

Christina’s Portrait is a 
nontraditional portrait that 
doesn’t ascribe to the typical 
definition of a portrait. While it 
doesn’t represent a figure, her 
statement indicates how she 
translated the person into colours.

portrait:
a painting, drawing, photograph, or engraving of a person, especially one depicting only the face or head and shoulders

In Nancy’s portrait, what do the colors and lines make you feel about the subject?

Portrait is nonrepresentational. Why do you think she considers it a portrait?

abstract art is art 
that doesn’t attempt 
to accurately depict reality

How these two portraits differently attempt to represent their subjects?

Portrait
Christina Hutchings
1991 
Oil on wood

This work, an 
early sculpture, 
illustrates how 
Christina Hutchings 
translates life 
through an 
abstract lens. 
“The colours in the 
portrait respond 
to the colours of 
the clothes that 
the person wore 
and the colour 
of their hair.” she 
says. “The black 
and white strips 
represent their 
height.” she adds. 

The two portraits in our 
show are both examples 
of representational art and 
nonrepresentational art. 
Both paintings are examples 
of abstract art, and they 
communicate moods and ideas.

!!
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Get a parent to tag us on Instagram at  
@bermuda_nationalgallery.

Show us your work!

Use the space below to create your artwork.

Now You Try!

DRAW SOMETHING REPRESENTATIONAL DRAW SOMETHING NONREPRESENTATIONAL

Representational:

Pick something from the 

real world, and try to 

capture it as best you 
can.

Nonrepresentational:  Think about an emotion or 
a vibe. How do you think 

you can express that feeling?

!!
!!



2nd Floor, City Hall & Arts Centre

17 Church Street, Hamilton, HM 11, Bermuda

441 295-9428

www.bng.bm

Did you enjoy 

the activity book? 

We’d love to see your work! 

Please take a picture and 

tag us on Instagram at 

@bermuda_nationalgallery

BNG Kids activity books 

to accompany all current 

exhibitions can be 

downloaded for free at 

www.bng.bm

For further information

 about our Education 

Programmes please contact 

education@bng.bm

 


