


32

Situated in the City Hall & Arts Centre, the Bermuda 
National Gallery houses Bermuda’s national art collection 
and presents innovative exhibitions and programming for 

every member of your family.

A dynamic institution with an energetic staff and volunteer 
team, the contemporary art museum delivers world-class 

art and culture experiences in the heart of Hamilton. 

www.bng.bm 

Visit
www.bng.bm/exhibitions/

to explore the exhibition online.

Explore the Gallery!

All works featured in this exhibition are
Collection of the Government of Bermuda
The Hon. Hereward T. Watlington Bequest

Dismissal of Queen Vashti, c.1560
Andrea Schiavone
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Have 
you seen 

this painting 
before?

The collection of works in this exhibition  
were given to the people of Bermuda by 

Hereward T. Watlington in 1989. All the 
works were created during the European 

Renaissance. The Renaissance, which lasted 
from around 1400 to 1700, was an important 

cultural movement in history that changed 
the way people understood math, science, 

philosophy, astronomy, and more. 

What is the Renaissance? CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE ARTWORK AND SPEND 
SOME TIME ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS

Use as much detail as possible. Imagine you are describing it 
to someone who has not seen it.

What do you see?

What material is it made from?

What colours are used?

How would you describe this artwork?

Is there anything else you notice?

Title
Date
Artist

The Renaissance began in 
Italy. Scholars began to study 

ancient Greek and Roman 
history and art, and this helped 

create a change in art styles 
and culture. Rich families such 

as the Medici family also began 
to hire artists to create 
works for their private 

collections and public 
spaces, such as painting 
cathedrals and sculpting 

biblical figures. 

Leonardo da Vinci
Leonardo da Vinci is the most 
famous Renaissance artist. He wasn’t 
just an artist, though. He was an 
engineer, a scientist, an architect 
and more. 

Because Leonardo studied so many 
different subjects, when he applied 
his knowledge to his art, his paintings 
and drawings of people were much 
more realistic and dynamic than 
other artists at the time, such as in 
the Mona Lisa on the right.

Renaissance 

is a French word 

that means 

rebirth.

!!

Why do you think this period is called the Renaissance?

Do you know any other famous Renaissance artworks?

The Mona Lisa 

is one of the most 

famous paintings in the 

world. It hangs in the 

Louvre Museum in 

Paris.

The Virgin in Prayer, c.1500
Quentin Massys

A cultural movement 
is a shift in society where many 
subjects - from science to art 

to philosophy - all change their 
approach and understanding of 

their work together.

!!
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1

2

3

4 5

6

7

Across

1. Artist of Study for the Prodigal Son
4. Artist of Cavalier with Wine Glass
5. Artist of St Michael Slaying the 
Dragon
6. Donducci’s other name
7. Artist of Rachel at the Wall

Down
1. Schiavane’s other name
2. Artist of Crowning of Esther
3. Artist of Chastity
7. Artist of Portrait of a Lady

Renaissance Artists
Look at the wall labels and text descriptions of each piece in the show 
to find the answers about each artist and solve the crossword!

1. _______________________ was the student and assistant of Domenico 
Ghirlandaio.

2. _______________________ was a Dutch painter whose 
father worked as a bricklayer.  He was a member of the Guild 
of St Luke in Delft. 

3. _______________________ travelled to Madrid in 1648 and 
studied Baroque artists in the galleries of the Royal Spanish 
Court.

4. _______________________ was from the Netherlands and born around 1584. 
He painted historical and religious works as well as portraits of the Flemish middle 
class.

5. _______________________ was also called “il 
Mastellata”, and completed the painting in this 
exhibition in 1620.

6. _______________________ was an Italian artist with 
Slavic origins. He lived in Venice during the 1530s. 

7. _______________________ was active during what’s known as the High 
Renaissance. He studied under the influential artist Giovanni Bellini.

Artists usally 

joined guilds. 

Guilds provided artists 

protection, community, 

and support.

!!

The High 
Renaissance lasted from 1495 to 1520, and is notable for many iconic paintings that are in museums 

today.

!!

Crowning of Esther, c.1560
Find the artist for the crossword!



98

Let’s Explore!

Title
Date
Artist

Title
Date
Artist

Title
Date
Artist

Title
Date
Artist

Title
Date
Artist

Title
Date
Artist

Title
Date
Artist

Art Hunt
Which painting does the image come from? Look through the works in 
this exhibition, and see if you can figure it out!
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Combining Subjects
Math & Art 

Linear Perspective

Foreshortening

Proportions

The Renaissance brought about 
new discoveries in math. Artists 
used these new findings to 
understand ratios in nature and 
improve their art. 

Using the red vanishing point, draw boxes in perspective!

Perspective is how we see distance. 
Understanding perspective allowed 
for artists to create scenes that have 
depth. Linear perspective  uses math 
to show that parallel lines look like 
they’re getting closer together, until 
they finally connect at a vanishing 
point on the horizon.

See how the sides of the box point 
towards the red vanishing point on the 
horizon line? Try it below!

Felippo Brunelleschi 

discovered the rules of 

linear perspective. He was 

an architect also known for 

designing the dome of the 

Florence cathedral!

!!

Before using 
perspective, artists 

couldn’t show when people or 
objects were close or far away. 

They would make subjects 
bigger or smaller based on 

importance!

How do you think the two paintings on these pages use foreshortening and 
perspective? Think about the figures and the backgrounds.

Proportions are the relationship between height, width, 
and depth. When applied to art, you can compare how 

long an arm is versus a hand, for instance. Artists during the 
Renaissance gained a new understanding of proportions, 
especially when combined with foreshortening and linear 

perspective. 

Artists use foreshortening as part of linear 
perspective. Foreshoretening is how the length 
of things look longer or shorter depending on 
how we’re looking at them. 

Take the arm below: the palm is turned away 
from us and looks much smaller than it would if 
you were looking directly at it. 

Proportions are a type of ratio. Ratios are similar to fractions, except ratios compare two different numbers. 

!!

Leonardo da Vinci spent a lot of time studying human 
proportions with anatomy studies. It’s one of the things 
he’s most famous for. He used math to determine how 
body parts compared to each other and represented 

this visually with his drawings, such as in Vitruvian Man on 
the left.

Rachel at the Well, c.1620
Giovanni Andrea Donducci Cavalier with Wine Glass, c.1655

Pieter de Hooch
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Art History
Let’s Research

Beyond Art
Science

How has the telescope been important in learning about space?

Why do you think saying the Earth was not the center of the universe was a crime? The Renaissance was started in Italy. How does the location connect to classical history?
 

How do these sculptures illustrate how 
Renaissance art was influenced by Roman art?

Before the Renaissance, Medieval science was 
very limited. However, during the Renaissance, 
advancements in scientific knowledge helped 
science begin to evolve to the place it is today. 
One important figure during this time was Galileo. 

Scientists at the time thought that the Earth was the center of the solar system. 

!! Greek and Roman culture had a huge 
influence on the Renaissance. Look 
at the two sculptures on the right. The 
sculpture on the left is a Roman sculpture, 
Belvedere Apollo. The sculpture on the 
right is a Renaissance sculpture, David by 
Michelangelo. 

Greco-Roman culture influenced more than just 
sculpting. Spend some time researching the influence 
of Greek and Roman culture on the Renaissance and 
answer the following questions:

Ancient 

Greek and 

Roman culture is 

called Greco-Roman. 

It’s also often called 

classical culture or 

history. 

!!

How did Greco-Roman texts help knowledge advance during the Renaissance?

Galileo Galilei
Galileo was a Renaissance mathematician and 
astronomer, studying space and the universe. In fact, 
he was the first person to use a telescope to look at the 
sky. He discovered some of the moons of Jupiter and 
Saturn’s rings.  

One of his most important contributions to science was 
proving that objects in space were rotating not around 
the Earth, but around the sun. In fact, teaching this fact 
was considered a crime, and he was forced to recant, 
to say he’d been wrong, before he was put on house 
arrest for the rest of his life. 

How do you think scientific discoveries like this might have influenced art?
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Using the space below, draw a scene with perspective and foreshortening,

Show us your work!
Get a parent to tag us on Instagram at  

@bermuda_nationalgallery.

Let’s Try!
Answer Key
1. Bartolomeo di Giovanni
2. Pieter de Hooch
3. Bartolomé Esteban Murillo
4. Cornelis de Vos
5. Giovanni Andrea Donducci
6. Andrea Schiavane 
7. Jacopo Palma il Vecchio

Chastity, c.1515
Jacopo Palma il Vecchio



2nd Floor, City Hall & Arts Centre

17 Church Street, Hamilton, HM 11, Bermuda

441 295-9428

www.bng.bm

Did you enjoy 

the activity book? 

We’d love to see your work! 

Please take a picture and 

tag us on Instagram at 

@bermuda_nationalgallery

BNG Kids activity books 

to accompany all current 

exhibitions can be 

downloaded for free at 

www.bng.bm

For further information

 about our Education 

Programmes please contact 

education@bng.bm

 


