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In total, 18 paintings were gifted 

to the nation, with the addition of 

an Italian Renaissance chest. The 

collection is comprised of European 
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Renaissance works and 18th century 

British paintings by artists such as 

Thomas Gainsborough and Sir Joshua 

Reynolds. In this exhibition we have 

chosen to focus on the Renaissance 

works, which are displayed in 

chronological order as you enter 

the gallery. 

The word renaissance translates from 

the French as “rebirth”, and the period, 

which lasted from approximately 

1400 to 1700, was a time of great 

cultural reawakening in the West. 

Spurred on by discoveries in science, 

mathematics and astronomy, the 

period changed the way that people 

saw the world around them and 

The works in the National Collection were bequeathed to the 

people of Bermuda by the Hon. Hereward T. Watlington upon 

his death in 1989. His gift acted as a catalyst for the completion 

of the Bermuda National Gallery, which had been birthed seven 

years earlier with the establishment of the Bermuda Fine Art 

Trust by Desmond Fountain. The Gallery was formally opened 

to the public in 1992, with the works from Watlington’s private 

estate, now the National Collection, on display.
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established the rebirth of classical 

Roman and Greek philosophy, 

culture and art. 

The Renaissance first flourished 

in Italy in the 15th century under 

the rule of the Medici family, where 

artists such as Leonardo da Vinci 

(1452-1519) and Michelangelo 

(1475-1564) explored the bound-

aries of art and science, before 

spreading throughout both Western 

and Northern Europe in the 16th 

and 17th centuries. 

Artists broke with medieval 

values, which had centred on 

Catholic theology, and began to 

focus on depicting the human 

body anatomically accurately. 

They began to incorporate more 

landscape imagery into their 

religious and mythological work 

and the landscape itself became 

important, as artists began to work 

from life rather than imaginary 

scenes. The Renaissance also 

birthed the concept of human-

ism, which led to the depiction 

of everyday life as opposed to a 

sole focus on religious subjects 

and royalty. 
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Jacopo Palma il Vecchio (Jacopo Negretti)

Italian, c. 1480-1528

Chastity, c. 1515

Oil on panel

36 x 30.5 in.

Bartolomeo di Giovanni

Italian, c. 1475-1505

St Michael Slaying the Dragon, c. 1500

Tempera on wood panel

8.5 x 5.5 in.

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo

Spanish, 1617-1682

Study for The Prodigal Son, c. 1670

Oil on canvas

14.5 x 10.25 in.

Attributed to a follower of Quinten Massys

The Virgin in Prayer, c. 1500

Oil on panel

16 x 12 in.

Andrea Schiavone (Andrea Meldolla)

Italian, c. 1510-1563

Dismissal of Queen Vashti, c. 1560

Oil on panel

12 x 38 in.

Attributed to a follower of 

Giovanni Antonio Bazzi (“il Sodoma”)

Saint Sebastian, c. 1530

Oil on canvas

18.25 x 13.75 in.

Cornelis de Vos

Flemish, c. 1584-1651

Portrait of a Lady, c. 1610-40

Oil on panel

47.75 x 36 in.
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All works are: 

Collection of the Government of Bermuda

The Hon. Hereward T. Watlington Bequest

A TRUE RENAISSANCE MAN

The Honourable Hereward T. Watlington (Bermudian, 1902-1989) bequeathed 

his collection of paintings to the Bermuda government on the condition that 

they “establish a gallery suitable to house such paintings with such atmospheric 

control as the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York”. Almost all the artists 

collected by Watlington were already held in The Met’s permanent collection, and 

the museum was identified as a second potential location for the deed of gift. 

Watlington had been one of the Founding Trustees of the Bermuda Fine Art 

Trust, their mission, led by Desmond Fountain, being to create a national gallery 

for the island. His bequest acted as a catalyst for the completion of the project 

and in 1992 the Bermuda National Gallery was formally opened to the public. 

Described as “the closest thing Bermuda has ever had to a true Renaissance 

man” by fellow BNG founding trustee Dennis Sherwin, the Hon. Hereward T. 

Watlington had originally planned to dedicate his life to the arts, and studied 

painting in Paris, but returned to Bermuda to run the family business after his 

eldest brother was killed in the First World War. 

As well as being the owner of one of the most significant art collections on the 

island, Watlington was an avid painter and several of his own works were exhibited 

in Portrait of a Legacy at BNG in 1995. However, it is his gift to the nation of 18 

European masterpieces from his private estate that forever changed the cultural 

landscape in Bermuda. Without it, the Bermuda National Gallery, which this 

year celebrates its 30th anniversary, may never have come to fruition. 
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