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Visit
www.bng.bm/exhibitions/

to explore the exhibition online.

Explore the Gallery!

Quathlamba I, from V series
1968 

Frank Stella

Situated in the City Hall & Arts Centre, the Bermuda National 
Gallery houses Bermuda’s national art collection and presents 
innovative exhibitions and programming for every member of 

your family.

A dynamic institution with an energetic staff and volunteer 
team, the contemporary art museum delivers world-class art 

and culture experiences in the heart of Hamilton. 

www.bng.bm 

This exhibition is made possible thanks to the loan of artwork from the 
Green family.
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What is Abstraction?

How do you think artists can use the elements of art to capture a feeling?

Look at the definition of the word abstract. How does this tell us what abstract art is?

Why do you think abstract art is so popular?

CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE ARTWORK AND SPEND 
SOME TIME ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS

Use as much detail as possible. Imagine you are describing it 
to someone who has not seen it.

What do you see?

What material is it made from?

What colours are used?

How would you describe this artwork?

Is there anything else you notice?

Title
Date
Artist

Picture of a Still Life on a Table
1965 

David Hockney

Abstract art uses the 
elements of art 
- such as line, 
colour, form, 
and shape - to 
create art that 
doesn’t attempt 
to accurately depict 

abstract:
1.existing without physical shape or substance. 

2. hard to understand because not based on one’s experience of the world.

the real world. 

Before the mid-1800s, European artists had 
focused largely on creating art as realistic 
as possible. By the 1900s, artists began 
creating art that represented something 
more philosophical than realistic. 
Through the 1900s, abstract art evolved 

internationally through several different art movements.

This exhibition, Simplicity of Form, contains art by some of the most influential 
abstract artists of the 1900s.
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Timeline
Cubism

Geometric Abstraction

Abstract Expressionism 

Op Art

Minimalism

1907

1915

1940s

1955

1960s

Uses shapes to show objects from many 
different angles at once. Cubism also led to the 
creation of collage as artists pasted shapes cut 
from newspaper and cloth onto canvases.

Uses geometric forms - circles, triangles, 
rectangles, etc - to create non-representational 
art: art that doesn’t portray any visually 
recognisable object. 

Uses mark-making and colour to express emotions 
and feelings. Abstract expressionism is non-
representational and emphasizes spontaneity: 
pre-planning isn’t as important the process of 
making it and discovering the art as you go.

Uses patterns to create optical illusions. While 
a lot of op art is in black and white, artists like 
Bridget Riley created op art using colour.

Uses geometric forms to create non-
representational art opposite of abstract 
expressionism. Instead of expressing emotions 
and feelings, minimalism gets rid of any extra 
features or concepts to focus on the most 
basic expression of art.

How do you think these abstract art movements built off of each other?

Label the artwork with the correct movement based off of the 
descriptions in the timeline.

Les Demoiselles d’Avignon
1907
Pablo Picasso 
Movement: ______________

Untitled (La Lune en Rodage – 
Carlo Belloli)
1965
Bridget Riley 
Movement: ______________

Untitled Number 5
1975
Agnes Martin
Movement: ____________

Composition with Red, 
Yellow, Black, Blue and Grey
1921
Piet Mondrian
Movement: ________________

The Marriage of Reason and 
Squalor, II
1958
Frank Stella 
Movement: _________________

Composition with Figures
1913
Lyubov Popova 
Movement: ____________

One: Number 31, 1950
1950
Jackson Pollock 
Movement: _____________________

Mountains and Sea
1952
Helen Frankenthaler 
Movement: _________________

Black White Red
1926/1964
Anni Albers
Movement: ____________

In fact, the center 
of the art world shifted 

from Europe to the 
United States with this 

movement.

Abstract 

expressionism was 

based in New York City, 

and it was the first art 

movement to begin 

outside of Europe.

!!

Geometric 
abstraction has 

actually been used by 
many cultures for centuries 

before this!
Islamic art, for instance, 
uses geometric shapes 

and patterns.

!!

Minimalism 
was criticized 

by art critics as being 
too simplistic. It was also 
criticised because some 
artists designed the work 

and would hire craftsmen 
to create it.

!!
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MoodLine & Colour

Abstract art can be used to 
express a mood. Mood in art 

refers to the feelings that a piece 
of artwork creates when you look 

at it. 

How did Matisse use line in the drawing above? What type of lines does he use?

How do the different squares of colour change the feeling of each piece in the sequence?

Line is the most basic element of art. It 
is the foundation of everything artists 
create. 

Artists can use different types of lines 
- thick, thin, broken, curvy - to create 
different effects in their work.

Colour in art can greatly affect how 
an artwork feels. 

For instance, dark colours can feel 
heavier, and brighter colours can feel 
lighter. Red can feel dangerous, and 
blue can feel calm.

Line

Colour

These two prints by Frank Stella are very similar, but the colors are 
different between them on purpose. How do the different colors affect 
the mood of each piece? Compare and contrast the two.

Mood doesn’t have 
to be purposeful! 

Sometimes, we feel things 

the artist didn’t intend!

!!

Poésies Antillaise: La Petite Ile
1972

Henri Matisse

No. 861
2018
Rana Begum

Cipanga (A. 80)
1972

Frank Stella

Gran Cairo (A.81)
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Across

1. Last name of the artist; this French 
artist was considered the forefather of 
modern art

4. Last name of the artist; he worked as a 
cartoonist and co-founded the Judson 
Gallery. His work in this show is from 2001

5. Last name of the artist; this painting 
from 1934 has one large blue circle and 
one smaller yellow circle with two black 
lines between them

7. This artwork uses blue, red, and yellow, 
and it is a recreation of an artwork by 
Mondrian

9. This screenprint was created by Anni 
Albers in 1980

Down

2. Complete the title: Picture of a _____ 
_____ on a Table

3. This print by Frank Stella has a purple 
outside and a red center

6. Last name of the artist; he has two 
pieces on display. One, a still life 
made in 1965. The other is a lithograph 
created in 1979

8. This artwork has two blue semi-circles on 
a blue background, a painting by Paul 
Brach

In the Gallery
Use the artwork and labels to find the answers to the 
crossword puzzle!

When looking through the 
gallery, think about...

How do 

the artists 

use line?

What tone 
does this piece 

evoke?

What art 

movement does 

this belong to?

Untitled 
1934

Burgyone Diller
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Art in History Let’s Try
Mark making is 

the term for putting 
any mark on a page! 

Dots, lines, shapes, 
and patterns are all 

examples!
Mark making is often used in art therapy to help practice mindfulness.

!! Mark making is one of the most basic 
forms of abstract art! All 2-D art is 

comprised of marks, even realistic art. 

With mark making, we focus on putting 
down individual marks on a page, 

not planning out an image 
before.  It’s about the process of 

creating art!

Look at the image below, and 
think about how Anni Albers used 

marks to create this artwork:

What type of marks did she use? 
Is there a pattern?

Do you think she pre-planned this piece?

In the workspace on the next 
page, let’s focus on making art 
with marks.

Start with a dot, anywhere on the 
page, and then add a line. Keep 
adding lines and dots across the 
page until you’ve filled the page!

Make sure you change colour and 
materials!

Letter
1980

Anni Albers

You Need...
Whatever materials 
you can find!

Pencils
Pens
Markers
Paints
Brushes

Anything you can think of!

How do you think World War II influenced the shift towards expressive, emotional artwork?

Why might the 1940s have shifted the cultural centre of art to the United States?

What other impact did World War II have on the art world?

Abstract Expressionism & the 1940s

One: Number 31, 1950
1950

Jackson Pollock

Let’s Research

Abstract expressionism evolved in 1940s New York. Before this, 
Europe was the centre of the western art world, but at this time, 
the cultural centre shifted to the United States. 
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Using the space below, let’s practice mark-making.

Show us your work!
Get a parent to tag us on Instagram at  

@bermuda_nationalgallery.

Let’s Try!



2nd Floor, City Hall & Arts Centre

17 Church Street, Hamilton, HM 11, Bermuda

441 295-9428

www.bng.bm

Did you enjoy 

the activity book? 

We’d love to see your work! 

Please take a picture and 

tag us on Instagram at 

@bermuda_nationalgallery

BNG Kids activity books 

to accompany all current 

exhibitions can be 

downloaded for free at 

www.bng.bm

For further information

 about our Education 

Programmes please contact 

education@bng.bm

 


