
The 2026 Junior Bermuda Biennial, juried by Molly Bretton, Director of
Outside In (UK), will be on display at the Bermuda National Gallery from
November 2026, through Spring 2027.

Applications, which are open to young artists aged 5 to 17, must be submitted
online by July 19. 

www.bng.bm/2026-junior-bermuda-biennial/apply

Artists may submit up to 3 artworks. 

There is no application fee. 

JUNIOR BERMUDA BIENNIAL 
Application Guidelines

https://bng.bm/2026-junior-bermuda-biennial/apply/
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What is the Junior Bermuda Biennial? 

The Junior Bermuda Biennial, launched in 2024, is a partner exhibition to the
Bermuda Biennial, the Bermuda National Gallery’s flagship exhibition which has
been running for over three decades.

As a member of the International Biennial Association, BNG is proud to now
present the Junior Bermuda Biennial, showcasing the excellence of local
contemporary art by Bermuda’s youth. The exhibition provides young
Bermudian artists with the opportunity to engage in an internationally juried
process, overseen by established international arts professionals.

Many of Bermuda’s most celebrated artists first exhibited their work in the
Biennial, and new names continue to do so with every exhibition. The Junior
Bermuda Biennial showcases the next generation of talented artists coming up
right behind them.

The 2026 Junior Bermuda Biennial will be juried by Molly Bretton, Director of
Outside In (UK). The Junior Biennial will run alongside the Bermuda Biennial,
juried in 2026 by Akili Tommasino and Dr Julie Crooks. 

The Junior Biennial will be on display at the Bermuda National Gallery from
November 2026 through Spring 2027.
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What are the aims of the Junior Bermuda Biennial?

To recognize and promote the best of children’s art in Bermuda. 

To provide a survey of the breadth and quality of art produced by children
aged 5 to 17 in Bermuda over the past two years. 

To provide Bermuda’s youngest artists with a national platform, in a celebration
of their creativity. 

To give Bermudian children the chance to have their work seen by established
international curators, and to help them engage with the Bermuda Biennial
process.

To serve as an educational resource, and a platform for programmes on art,
culture and dialogue. 
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Who is the juror for the 2026 Junior Bermuda Biennial?

We are thrilled to welcome back Molly Bretton to jury the second iteration of
the Junior Bermuda Biennial. She is Director of Outside In, a UK-based
organization providing a platform for artists who encounter significant barriers
to the art world due to health, disability, social circumstance or isolation.

In her previous role as Head of Learning at the Royal Academy of Arts (RA) in
London, Molly was instrumental in establishing the RA’s Young Artists’ Summer
Show, an open submission exhibition for UK students. Now entering its sixth
year, the exhibition serves to champion the importance of art in education,
celebrate teachers fostering creativity in children, and to showcase the
breadth and quality of work being produced by young people across the
country.

In 2017, Molly won a Marsh Award for Excellence in Gallery Education for her
work in accessible and inclusive arts education. In addition to her work at the
RA, she provides consultancy to arts and cultural venues on inclusive and
accessible design, interpretation, and programming. Recent projects have
included work with The UK Parliament, The Courtauld Institute of Art, and The
National Theatre.

Molly was the inaugural juror for the 2024 Junior Bermuda Biennial.
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Who can apply to the Junior Bermuda Biennial?

Applications are open to all Bermudians aged 5 to 17 (at date of submission),
residing in Bermuda or living overseas. 

Applications are open to all foreign nationals aged 5 to 17 (at date of
submission), who are currently resident on island.

Artists may submit as an individual artist, a collective or in collaboration.

Submissions can be made on behalf of artists by parents, guardians and
teachers. 

6



Selection Criteria

Artworks will be selected holistically based on originality, unique imagination
and technical skill, by 2026 juror Molly Bretton.

We want to see your own imagination, not other people’s. Try to avoid
recognisable characters such as those in comic books, films or cartoons. 

Artworks which have been copied from existing artworks will not be accepted. 

Artworks made digitally using programmes such as Procreate and Photoshop
will be accepted, however we do not accept AI-generated works. 

Teachers, if you are submitting on behalf of your students, please avoid
sending in many works that are visually similar. 

Please note that not all submitted artworks will be selected for display in
the 2026 Junior Bermuda Biennial. If your artwork is not selected, do not be
discouraged – be proud of yourself for applying, and keep making art!

7



What do selected artists receive?

Selected artists will have their work displayed at the Bermuda National Gallery
and included in the exhibition catalogue.

Selected artists will be given a complimentary Family Membership to the
Bermuda National Gallery and will be invited to the attend the opening
reception of the 2026 Junior Bermuda Biennial in November. 

Each selected artist will be given a certificate of participation, an exhibition
catalogue and accompanying BNG Kids Activity Booklet. 

Selected artists will have their artwork included in the  online exhibition. 

BNG will promote the work of selected artists through their website and social
channels during the run of the exhibition and will liaise with media partners on
press opportunities. 
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Submission Requirements

Artists can each submit up to 3 artworks.

Artwork must have been completed in the preceding two years (July 2024 -
July 2026).

There is no set theme.

We are looking for a wide range of artworks, so your artwork can be in any
medium – from drawing to painting, printing, photography, video, textiles,
digital art, sculpture, or something else entirely. 

There is no size limit.

Artworks should be submitted digitally and will be reviewed this way, so it is
really important to get a good photograph. See page 9 for tips on how to
photograph your artwork. 

If an artwork is selected for the exhibition, it should be delivered unframed.
BNG will arrange any necessary framing. 
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How to Photograph Your Artwork

Photograph your artwork on a neutral background. 

Hang it on a wall and shoot straight on, or lay it flat on the ground and shoot it
directly from above. 

For a sculpture, put it on table against a white or solid colour background.

Make sure the artwork is lit evenly with good light. Daylight is best. Try and
avoid shadows. Do not use a flash.

Photograph the artwork unframed to avoid glare.

Make sure that your camera is steady. It might be helpful to balance it on a flat
surface or use a tripod.

Make sure the camera is in focus when taking the picture. Check to make sure
that the image is not blurry.

Make sure that all of your artwork is in the image and that we can see the
edges. 

If your artwork is small enough, it might work better to place it on a scanner and
submit a scan rather than a photograph.

All images must be clearly labelled with the artist’s name and artwork title.
Images of artworks must be in a high-resolution digital format (jpg, png, pdf),
and we suggest between 2 and 8MB in size.
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Examples of Photographs from 2024
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Dingy’s House
Grace Flannery
Age 17
Mixed media

Freedom Hunters
Tatem Carr
Age 7
Mixed media on paper
2024

Posture
Romilly Goodwin Smith
Age 5
Acrylic on canvas
2024



How to Write Your Artist Statement

An artist statement helps people understand why and how you made your
artwork. 

Keep your artist statement short, we suggest 2-3 sentences, up to 60 words.

Use complete sentences in your artist statement.

Parents and teachers, if you are writing down the artist statement on behalf of
the artist, please stay true to their language and use of words.

It is helpful to have the artwork in front of you when writing your artist
statement, so that you can remember what you did and how you felt.

Here are a few suggestions for things you may want to talk about:

Describe your artwork. What does it look like? What is the subject matter?
What elements are most important?

How did you create your artwork? What is it made from? What tools or
techniques did you use? What was your experience using those materials?

What are the ideas behind your artwork? What inspired you? Does your
artwork express a personal or social issue? What emotions does it capture?

Who are you as an artist? What did you learn while creating this artwork?
How does your artwork make you feel? 
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Examples of Artist Statements from 2024
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“These are my flowers. I love them so
much. They are made out of yellow
snowballs. We started with primary
colors. This makes me happy.“

- Amarii Bean, age 5

“I wanted to capture the peacefulness of
Bermuda’s shoreline. It shows the simple,
natural beauty of the islands and their
close ties to the sea.” 

- Kyree Baxter, age 12

“Overthinkers think about all the
possible outcomes of every situation.
This is how I recall feeling the
moments I painted this, overwhelmed
and overthinking.” 

- Noah Forbes, age 16



Key Dates

Sunday, July 19 Applications close (midnight).

Monday, August 31 Artists will be notified by this date whether or not they
have been selected for the exhibition. 

Friday, October 9 - Saturday, October 10 Selected artworks to be dropped
off at the Gallery. These should be delivered unframed. 

TBA, November Preview reception for exhibiting artists and BNG members.
Details and RSVPs will be sent out closer to the date.

The 2026 Junior Bermuda Biennial opens to the public the following week. 
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How to Apply

The application form can be found online at:
www.bng.bm/2026-junior-bermuda-biennial/apply

Applications must be submitted online by Sunday, July 19. 

To avoid technical issues, we suggest that you complete your application
ahead of the final deadline. 

Submissions must include: 
The completed online application form 
Photographs of your artwork
An artist statement, up to 60 words

Please submit 1 – 3 images of each artwork, clearly labelled with the artist’s
name. Images of artworks must be in a high-resolution digital format (jpg, png,
pdf), and we suggest between 2 and 8MB in size.

Artworks will be reviewed digitally. If you are happy with how your artwork looks
on your screen, that is how we will see it on ours.

Artworks selected for the exhibition must be dropped off in October 2026, and
must be collected in Spring 2027 when the exhibition closes. BNG can not
store artworks following the close of the exhibition.

* If you have any questions please contact Eve Godet Thomas, Director of
Exhibitions, at exhibitions@bng.bm, or call (441) 295-9428. 
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